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reputation as an educationalist became firmly established.
In 1835 the progressive government of Berne induced
him to come to the castle of Burgdorf, where Pestalozzi
had been, and start training courses for teachers of the
canton.
The * Kindergarten > at Blankenburg and the Mother
and Play Songs
It was while conducting a model school at Burgdorf While at
B                                                                           Burgdorf,
that it became more obvious to Froebel that "all school he began to
education was yet without a proper initial foundation, things,
and that, until the education of the nursery was re-
formed, nothing solid and worthy could be attained,"
Through his friend, the idealistic philosopher, Krause, Q* training;
&                           '                                 r            r       9                  >   and in 1837
the School of Infancy of Comenius1 had been called to his he started
his * Kinder-
attention and "the necessity of training gifted and ca- garten'at
pable mothers" had been growing upon him. The edu- burg, and
cational importance of play now appealed to him more
strongly than ever. He began to study and devise play-
things, games, songs, and bodily movements that would
be of value in the development of small children, although.
at first he did not organize his materials into a system.
Two years later, however, when his wife's failing health
compelled him to return to Germany, he established a
regular school for children between the ages of three and
1 For Comenius and The School of Infancy t see pp. 33 f.